roclamation

City and Cownby ofF 8San Franeisce

WHEREAS, we extend best wishes to Kenichi Horie as he returns to San Francisco and
attempts to become the oldest person to sail solo across the Pacific to Japan, departing our
great City during the last week of March; and

WHEREAS, in 1962, Kenichi made history as the first person to make a non-stop solo
voyage from Japan to San Francisco on a small boat named Mermaid; and

WHEREAS, unknown to his native country Japan, he was able to leave Japanese waters
without any form of clearance; until ninety four days later, he arrives in San Francisco with
no passport and money, and with limited English proficiency; and

WHEREAS, although promptly arrested after he arrived, the news of his arrival captured the
hearts and imagination of San Franciscans, then-Mayor George Christopher granted him a
visa and presented him with the key to the city; and

WHEREAS, the Mermaid was shipped back to Japan, but later donated to the San Francisco
Maritime WNational Historical Park, where it is now on display in the Maritime
Museum Building, offering visitors an opportunity to understand this maritime and
voyage history; and

WHEREAS, in 1999, Kenichi accomplished another amazing journey when he sailed from
San Francisco to Japan aboard the catamaran, Malt's Mermaid II; and

WHEREAS, in 2002, Kenichi again sailed back from Japan to San Francisco in Malt’s
Mermaid [11, built from recycled whiskey barrels; and

WHEREAS, Kenichi has donated two of the sailing boats from his journeys, to be used for
public education and to commemorate his connection with San Francisco, at San Francisco
Maritime National Historical Park; and

WHEREAS, Kenichi wrote a book “Kodoku: Sailing Alone Across the Pacific”,
documenting and describing his fascination with the art of sailing which led him on a
solo-trans-Pacific journey, and providing readers the background, conception, preparation
and execution of his bold yet carefully crafted adventure; and

WHEREAS, Kenichi has made a career of impressive voyages with small craft that pioneered
environmental messages by sailing in a solar polar powered solar-powered vessel, a wave-
powered vessel, and a boat made almost entirely of recycled material.

WHEREAS, in 2022, he will once again, using his experience and wisdom to make a
historic voyage, this time from San Francisco to the Shin Nishinomiya Yacht Harbor, that
would make him the oldest person in the world to sail nonstop solo across the Pacific at the
age of 83; and

WHEREAS, San Franciscans look forward to seeing Kenichi on yet another safe voyage
across the Pacific; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that 1, London N. Breed, Mayor of the City and County
of San Francisco, on the occasion of Kenichi Horie's retun o San Francisco and
in appreciation of all of his contributions to maritime history, do hereby proclaim
March 23, 2022 as...

KENICHI HORIE DAY

In San Francisco!

IN WITNESS WHEREQOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Seal of the City
and County of San Francisco fo be affixed.

g

London N. Breed
Mayor
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